[Content of nitrates in vegetables and potatoes 1987-1991].
The purpose of the study was the assessment of nitrate content in vegetables and potatoes in relation to the acceptable levels of nitrates. The samples for the study were taken by workers of the Province Sanitary- Epidemiological Stations in 39-42 provinces, depending on the season of sampling. The samples were taken from retail shops. Nitrate content was determined by spectrophotometry after previous reduction in cadmium column. The study was conducted in the years 1987-1991. A total of 13,075 samples were analysed. The nitrate levels in excess of the acceptable values were found in 3.2 to 49.9% of the samples, depending on vegetable species. In the case of all vegetables and potatoes the value of the median of the nitrate content was never above the acceptable level. Permanent and systematic control of nitrate levels in vegetables and potatoes is mandatory.